
 
 
 
 

 

May 20, 2019 
The Willful Blindness of Ignorance 
 
I am reminded of the Bad Ol’ Days, daily. Because True History is not taught to us, we are 
unprepared to confront the wrongs of our past, the reality of our present and worst of all, the 
downfall of our future.  Ignorance, especially the kind inflicted on generations through false 
narrative history, is a blinding of generations.  
 
Blinded generations may be able to stumble around the familiar territory, clutching onto the 
coats of others who are also blind, but it leaves us weaker with each generation.  It makes those 
who are in power more able to manipulate us against our common benefit and to the 
detriment of us all.  
 
Racism is a form of ignorance. It is inflicted. Inflicted by the Greedy and the Powerful so that 
they can make us mistrust one another, remain divided and thus they can stay in power.  
 
We are not taught History as a True and Living thing, we are given a narrative that ignores most 
of the driving factors of events, and events are shaped into a form that benefits the narrator’s 
benefactors.  
 
I was taught that America was “settled” by the English and the basis was Religious Freedom. 
That is a false narrative. We were colonized in order to expand a greedy Empire.  More than a 
hundred years prior to the Mayflower landing at Plymouth Rock, it was fur traders and treasure 
seekers who were becoming wealthy through trading the goods they bought, or stole in some 
cases, and carried to the Old World.  
 
Empires feed on wealth. They take all the wealth for their leaders and leave little to none for us 
peasants. When there comes an opportunity to expand the Empire by colonization, a 
conspiracy between Empires and the Religions that give them authority, exists wherein they 
were duty bound to expand the realm and further, absolved of any abuses, regardless of how 
horrific & egregious. Just make a nice donation to the Church. POOF! All Clean! Your soul may 
now enter Heaven and Jesus will be none-the-wiser.  
 
Random Thought: How ornate does a Church have to be before their Christ will feel welcome 
within? 
 
Church and State work together to oppress their citizens and believers. It’s happening today. 
Look at the Evangelicals supporting everything Trump does. He’s pulling babies away from their 
mothers, putting them in cages, feeding them crap, letting them get sick and die, using tinfoil to 
blanket them and paying private contractors $800 & up, per day, per person. Somebody’s 
making a lot of money off of that scam! 
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There’s also the little problem of trafficking these children. They’re being funneled through a 
Christian Adoption Agency run by Betsy DeVos. She is able as a religious organization, to farm 
these kids out to anyone she wants, for any price she wants and not only does she not have to 
account for them, she gets a tax break because of her religion.  
 
Kidnapping for fun and profit. Child trafficking at an extreme rate. Border Guards and Agents 
with no background checks. Reports of child rapes being covered up. Evil is in its heyday on our 
dime.  
 
Sound familiar? How are they getting away with it? Because the ACF is pretty much onboard 
with every aspect of child abuse as long as it’s happening to the most vulnerable children which 
means, children in Indian Country (see previous blog, Tom Sullivan’s report), refugees, and 
children of color.  
 
No one is going to look. We’re told they are ‘invaders’. Nothing racist about calling people 
desperate to escape the violence in their own countries, violence created by our decades of 
policies towards those countries, “Invaders”.  Makes it easier to ignore them, denigrate them 
and hold ourselves blameless. Evangelicals are all onboard with this. Just ask them.  
 
The horrors at the Border are nothing new, just expanded on. They were first practiced in 
Indian Country under the reservation system. A system later copied by Hitler for his 
Concentration Camps. The ACF got rid of everyone in their leadership who would have 
addressed this issue and taken action.  Now, they just shrug. Babies are being stolen, trafficked, 
and neglected or killed for no reason other than to profit some corporation with connections to 
power. Shrug.   
 
Note: The abuses that happen in Indian Country and are allowed to continue, actually set 
precedent for the abuses beyond Indian Country.  Can’t stop it one place if you practice it in 
another.  
 
Slavery built the wealth in the USA. Again, kidnapping was a business. Human Beings were 
“Cargo”.  If a slave ship was threatened with boarding by another vessel, the Human Beings 
they had chained up in the holds were dragged topside and thrown overboard.  Monetary loss, 
but no jail time.  
 
We aren’t taught that in our schools. We’re taught how beautiful plantations were.   
 
The stealing of children from parents was a common practice with Slavery. You see? It’s always 
been profitable. Nothing has changed.  
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The Emancipation Act that freed the slaves had a teensy-weensy loophole: Since no man could 
be forced to labor against his will and without fair compensation, plantations were going to fall 
apart. The loophole that prevented that, the one that says “…except those who are imprisoned 
for crimes…” (Not defining those crimes), gave us the famous Chain Gangs.  
 
Chain gangs labored on plantations, “farms”,  on roads and to this day, they work for pennies a 
day while the companies contracting them out pay no benefits, but take in millions of dollars 
for their labors. Slavery still creates wealth in the Land of the Free… 
 
 
They don’t just do heavy labor, they also do corporate labor. They are customer service reps for 
airlines, credit card companies, etc.  Do you really know who you’re talking to when you dial 
that 800 number?    
 
A man can’t pay his exorbitant ticket for a broken tail light because he was arrested for having a 
broken tail light. (Don’t worry, he’s Black. A White Man can get away with way more without 
fear of being locked up).  Man can’t pay his fine, he gets thrown in jail. Can’t pay his bail? Stays 
in jail. Meanwhile, his car is impounded or sold and when and if he gets out, he has no way to 
get to work. Doesn’t matter; he lost his job. Vicious Cycles take planning to create. Once in 
place, they are self-perpetuating.  
 
That’s him fighting the fires, working the chain gangs, assisting your customer service needs.   
 
No prison should ever be for profit. It only leads to corruption. He won’t be able to get a job 
when he’s out because he’ll have no vehicle, but a nice shiny criminal record and tons more 
debt by the time he gets out.  
 
Racism is reinforced by our media, hourly. We can literally walk among people and assume 
things about them that are completely untrue, but which are ‘commonly held beliefs’:  
 

Welfare. They must be on welfare.  Truth is, more White People are on Social Assistance 
than are any other demographic.  

 
Their religion is one of HATE:  Read the Koran for yourself. It mentions Jesus and Mary 
more than the Christian Bible does.   

 
I’m saying, take the time to actually investigate your own biases and prejudices. Chances are, 
they will fall apart on any close examination. That’s a lot of baggage you can drop from your life 
at anytime, and be a better, happier person for it. Perhaps a little ashamed you held those 
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unfounded beliefs (and dozens and dozens of other assumptions), but you’ll get over that as 
you carry on in a healthier frame of mind.  
 
Another basic assumption enforced by a racist system is that Black People are by nature, 
violent.  No one is by nature, violent.  
 
But look at all those riots!  
 
Okay. But are you willing to look at the systemic, constant oppression that led to those riots? 
They all started out as peaceful protests.  The police moved in, as they always do, and instead 
of keeping it peaceful, they brought the violence (Dogs, Firehoses, Tear Gas… stuff they do to 
this day when protests happen, to make them violent).  
 
You can tell the cause of the violence when you see who dresses for violence. The protesters 
carry posters, bang their drums, put their fists in the air and shout.  
 
The police come with tanks, helmets, face shields, cover their badges so they can’t be held 
accountable, rubber bullets, tear gas cannisters they fire directly at people, close range…  
 
Did I mention that police get extra pay for Dangerous Ops? Make a peaceful protest a 
dangerous riot, and you can buy that boat you’ve always wanted.   
 
Media covers the protests as ‘riots’ without ever saying who brought the violence. The 
interviews and narratives during and after are always the Police and their representatives. You 
only get their side.  Reporters do that. They’re lousy at their jobs, most of them.  
 
People have no idea the level of violence and abuse inflicted upon communities of color, for 
decades and generations. They only hear the word ‘violence’ and “riots” when the police make 
it so.  They do that so you don’t hear what it is that is really happening.  
 
Recently, a series of interviews from 40 years ago have surfaced. Interviews about Black 
Communities, Black Leaders and Violence.  The interviews were done by Swedish Media. Never 
heard until now, when Danny Glover put them together as a documentary.  “The Black Power 
Mixtape”  is something I encourage everyone to watch. And when you get to the Angela Davis 
one, be sitting down.  She never raises her voice, but the impact will slay you.  
 
Now, everything you never realized about True and Recent History will change how you see 
what’s ongoing today.  
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You can apply it, because the same system, the same tactics have been in use for a hundred or 
more years, easily, to everything you think you knew about Indian Country, Native Americans, 
and the system that exploits their resources, oppresses them, and steals their children.  
 
If we learn to listen instead of assume, we might in our lifetime, begin to learn True History.  
Once we grasp the True History that led us to where we are today, maybe we can begin to fix 
things.  At least we’ll have a better idea on what is broken, how it got broken, and what we can 
do, together, to fix it.  
 
Or we can stay blindly, blissfully happy in our own racism infused bubble and be shocked and 
surprised, horrified at events as they unfold, with no clue as to how it was allowed to happen. 
Nothing Just Happens. Everything has an “Origin Story”, a point of beginning, a track that it was 
put on.  An asteroid collision can be predicted, on Jupiter. But, for some reason, we can see 
how we got into this mess? Or we don’t want to? Willful blindness to what is going on under 
our noses, at our expense is because we are afraid to look for what we might find back there.  
We don’t want to believe True History. We prefer the shiny, glorious false one. But it’s killing us. 
 
We can either see it coming, and protect ourselves, or never see it coming and it will destroy us 
as a nation.  
 
It’s Memorial Day next Monday. Too bad we can only recite what we’ve been taught. And, from 
what I have seen, especially with Nazis marching in our streets, too many have forgotten even 
that. That we fought the Nazis and the Fascists in that war that we are “Remembering” today.  
They’re being elected.  We just call them “Republicans” now, but that’s what they really are.   
 
And the willfully blind refuse to see, even that.   
 
Oh looky over there! Furniture & Appliance Sales! Bargains Galore!  
I’m sorry what was this holiday for?  
 
You know where to find me. 
~Cat 
 
 
 
 
 
 


